Light of Christ Lutheran Church
The Fourth Sunday in Advent Worship Times: 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Church Office ~ (949) 786-3326 December 22, 2024 18182 Culver Dr. Irvine, CA 92612
Worship Christ Grow with Others Serve Christ

We are thankful to God that you are here to worship with us this
morning. Your presence with us is a gift from the Lord!
May He bless our worship.

CHURCH FOR THE YOUNG CHILD
We rejoice in Christ's invitation: "Let the little children come to me and forbid them not." Our goal
is to help parents teach their children how to sit and worship with their family. Infants and young
children are always welcome in our worship service, and their occasional unexpected voices
simply add "happy sounds" to our praise of God. If a child is making enough noise to interfere
with other people’s worship, we ask that you walk them out of the main sanctuary, wait for them
to quiet down and then return to the sanctuary with them. It is important to show kids that making
noise doesn’t get them out of church. You may feel awkward leaving a couple of times during the
service, but we understand. You may find it helpful to sit in the back, near the doors to make the
process a little easier.




Announcements

Stand
Opening Hymn Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB 516
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night 1is fly - ing/” The watch-men on the
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all  her heart with
3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
2 > e T — T I n Y
(a1 I - = > r P — i ! I T F 4
ANV r I - - | - - [ | |
'y - “ =
heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy is spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est tone.
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Mid - night hears the  wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry  re-joic - es: “Oh, where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light 18 come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le - 1lu - ia! With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who 18 near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!



Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession and Absolution

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore declare unto you the forgiveness of all of your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

o> &

o B

Help, save, comfort,and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.
Hymn of Praise O Come, O Come Emmanuel LSB 357
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5 O come, Thou Key of Da - vid, come, And o - pen wide our
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heav’n - ly home; Make safe the way that leads on high,
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And close the path to mis - er -y. Re - joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el!



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Let us pray, Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-4

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. *Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. “And he shall
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the
LoRD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The First Noel Choir Anthem



Epistle Reading Hebrews 10:5-10

SConsequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you
have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; éin burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure. "Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come to do your will, O God, as it
is written of me in the scroll of the book.” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired
nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these
are offered according to the law), °then he added, “Behold, | have come to do your will.” He
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 1°And by that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-45
P) . The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

*In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,
40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. “*And when Elizabeth
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit, “2and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 3 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? “*For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears,
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. “°And blessed is she who believed that there would
be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




Sit
Children’s Message

Hymn of Day Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it, The rose 1 have in
3 This flow'’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
40 Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes -se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind;  With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; O  Sav-ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - 'ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She Dbore to
where. True man, yet ver - y God, From sin and
know:  Bring us at  length we pray To the bright
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cold of win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - 'ty load.
courts of  heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon



Stand
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge

the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Sermon Hymn
*Choir Only Verse 3

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide

LSB 355
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10 Sav - ior, rend the heav - ens wide;

20 Fa - ther, light from heav - en send;

30 earth, in flow’r - ing bud be seen;

40 Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;

As morn - ing dew, 0 Son, de - scend.
Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.
When  will You come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, O earth, a blos - som rare,
(0] come, O come, Your throne fore - go;
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Un - bar the way to heav - en’s crown.
To Ja. - cob’s line rain down the King.
Our Sav - ior, sprung from mead - ow fair.
Con - sole us in our vale of woe.



Prayer of the Church
Battling Cancer

Ted Paulet (friend of Barbara Manske)
Sara Gschwendtner (niece of Gale Paul)
Lee Deleary (brother of Eric Peters)

Kathy Durocher (friend of Marilyn Schubert)
Lisa Ciampa (friend of Tom and Helga Butz)
Claire Fu (preschool family)

Fred Martinez (friend of Julie Giron)

Al Nelson

John Otten (student of Renee Ortiz)

Betty Bordeaux (former preschool director)
Mike Fairchild

Strength and Healing

Arlene Tom (mother of J Tom)

Noel Hill (preschool family)

Ted Pawloski (preschool family)

Jane Kum (gr-mother of Jeremy Tom)

Simon Rosenau (gr—-nephew of G Rosenau)
Alma Rich (mother of Leigh Ann Unger)
Shirley Vogel

Marilyn Schubert

Eva Albes (preschool family)

Shadman Shaker (son of Niloo Rad)

Deborah Floor (sister of Pastor Rosenau)
Judy Rainey (sister of Nancy Shurtleff)
Monique Giron (sister-in-law of the Giron Family)
Rita Schaus

Renate Kuntz

Matt Dixson (cousin of Michele Olson)

Alana Sambhwani (preschool family)

Liam Brutocao (great nephew of Renee Ortiz)
Erika Mills (mother of Antje Mills)

Military
Mateo Casas (cousin of Steve Giron)
Michael Lamb (cousin of Eric Peters)
Matt and Lexi Fields (family of Rosenaus)
Anthony Munoz (family of Andra Butz)

First Responders
For all first responders

Marla Lichtsinn (friend of Tom Butz)

Paul Massmann

Ken Howe (neighbor of Sciarani’s)

Brandon Gekeian (relative of Irene Iverson)
Helen Edler (mother of Lauren Couch)
Lindsey Schubert

Joe Casey (friend of Paul family)

Susan O’Hare (friend of the Voelz)

Tracy Bremmer (friend of Anderson family)
Tom Johnson (father of Ben and Emma Johnson)
Dawn Shaw (sister of Leigh Ann Unger)

Kris Cosain (cousin of Marco Adame)

Janet Brewer (friend of Paul Massmann)
Nancy Nash (mother of Julie Giron)

Dorothy Schmidt (mother of Debbie Wienert)
Ed Wathen (family friend of Girons)

Ellen Waterstadt (family of Paul Massmann)
Jerry Wednt (friend of Tom Butz)

Pastor Graeme Rosenau

Mark Shurtleff

Michael Beltran (family friend of Adames)
Melissa Thomure (sister of Andria Butz)

Jane Johnson (sister of Ruth Rosenau)
Courtney Hensman (gr-daughter of Marilyn Byrne)
Rohry Mangan (friend of Michéle Jensen)
Samantha Baron (friend of Michéle Jensen)
Rieko Tsung

Tom Shaw (brother-in-law of Leigh Ann Unger)
Mary Kunkel (mother of Kari Barnes)

Judith Story

Matt Grobelch (cousin of Michael Grobelch)
Rob Bryant (Preschool Family)

Gregory Spaulding (nephew of Stellings)
Tyler Olson



Pregnhancy
Kanae Wilson (niece of the Girons)
Rachel Pierce (granddaughter of Judith Story)

Grieving
Friends and Family of James Kellner (father of Gwen Adame)
Friends and Family of Barbra Manske

Persecuted Church
All those suffering persecutions for their faith in Jesus Christ

Mental Health
All those struggling with mental health issues

Mission Field
Light of Christ Preschool Ministry and Missionary-Teachers

Relief and Mission Organizations We Support
Lutheran World Relief; O.C. Rescue Mission; Jesus Love Lutheran Church; Pacific Southwest
District; Kobon Ministry; Lutheran Social Services, Salvation Army

Stand
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and for all people, according to their needs.

After each portion of the prayers:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
People: Amen



Closing Hymn

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

LSB 386
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; I can-not rise to Thee.
3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
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Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav’'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me wun - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Text and tune: Public domain

The Sending

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to

God.




Participants in Today’s Service
Acolyte: Avery Pak
Lector: Eliezer Abate
Children’s Message: Brenda Ruehs

For more information about our ministry and weekly announcements please visit our
website at www.locirvine.com or scan the QR code below.

Jim Gwaltney, Pastor ~ Pastor[im@Iocirvine.com
Graeme Rosenau, Assisting Pastor ~ gmr07@uerizon.net
Jonathan Ruehs, Assisting Pastor ~ Jonathan.Ruehs@cui.edu
Chris Hauser, Organist ~ christian.hauser@cui.edu
Ben Johnson, Contemporary Worship Leader ~ benjamin.johnson3@cui.edu
Sheryl Grobelch, Preschool Director ~ sgrobelch@Iocirvine.com (949) 786-3997
Noél Fairchild, DCE ~ dcenoel@gmail.com (949) 748-7920
Emma Johnson, Children’s Ministry Director ~ eejohnson.oak@gmail.com
Alana Bliss, Youth Intern ~ alana.bliss@gmail.com
Eric Peters, Church Secretary ~ churchoffice@locirvine.com (949) 786-3326
Emergency Pastoral Contact: (949) 284-6739
www.locirvine.com
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